
Summer Information—AP English 3 (Language & Composition) Class—Wylie East High School 
 
The English 3 AP Language class (APE3) prepares students for the AP English Language & Composition test 

given each May. Upon successful completion of the course and test, many students are awarded credit for the 
English rhetoric course required for graduation by most colleges and universities. Therefore, APE3 is a rigorous 
college-level course, requiring extensive reading and writing from the students.  

The focus of APE3 is rhetorical analysis, which is slightly different from the literary analysis that has been the 
focus thus far in English classes in high school. To best suit rhetorical analysis, we read primarily non-fiction books 
in this class. However, do not let this worry you: as you will see, non-fiction does not have to be dry or boring.  
 
Summer Work 
 

1. If you want to reduce your workload in the first three weeks of the school year, you are welcome to use the 
summer to begin reading the first book that will be assigned and tested in class: The Glass Castle by Jeannette 
Walls. We have included suggestions for annotating a text on the back of this page.  

2. Prepare for college entrance exams: use online websites like Khan Academy (and many others out there) and 
practice books available in ACT and SAT versions from major bookstores.  

3. Develop your vocabulary: We like Barron’s 1100 Words You Need To Know for easy, 15-minutes-a-day 
language development. And PLEASE review your tone words or any other vocabulary (including word 
stems) you’ve learned; those lists are good for you and good for your scores on SAT, ACT, and AP tests. 
Vocabulary matters. Ask a senior if you don’t believe us.  

4. Begin keeping up with public discourse (what’s going on in the world). This means you should actually 
watch, listen to, or read the news every once in a while, instead of changing the channel or swiping past it.  

5. We encourage you to continue to increase the breadth of your literary foundation—the “library in your head” 
which you use to create understanding and connections in your education. In keeping with the spirit of 
independent learning and personal ownership of your education, we encourage you to explore contemporary 
trade nonfiction— more information is on the next page of this letter. 

 
6. Explore College Board and ACT websites in order to find out the registration information for the PSAT, 

PLAN (the practice ACT), SAT, ACT, and AP tests.  

While there are many locations that administer the SAT and ACT many times throughout the school 
year, the tests will be held in Wylie in 2019-2020 on a few Saturdays, including:  

SAT at WEHS: Oct. 5, Nov. 2, Dec. 7 
ACT at WEHS: Sept. 8, Feb. 9, Jun. 8 

SAT at WHS: Aug. 24, May 2, Jun. 6 
ACT at WHS: Oct. 27, Dec. 8, Apr. 13 

 
PSAT at WEHS: Wed., Oct. 16, 2019 
SAT for all WEHS juniors (paid for by WISD): Wed., Mar. 25, 2020 

 
AP English Language and Composition test: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 

 
Websites 

1. www.collegeboard.com  (PSAT/SAT/AP information) 
2. www.actstudent.org  (ACT) 

 
Questions? 

If you have questions during the summer, please send them to Mrs. Amy May (Amy.May@wylieisd.net) or 
Ms. Kristy Raymond (Kristy.Raymond@wylieisd.net).  

We look forward to seeing you in the fall! 
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How to annotate your reading 
You definitely do NOT need to take notes on every sentence, every paragraph, or even every page. We suggest the 

following: 

● Every 8-ish pages, write a brief phrase at the top of a page that summarizes what has been going on in those 
pages. That way, when you write an essay or discuss the book in class, and you think, "Oh, that was that 
one time when ...", you can simply scan through your summary phrases to help you quickly locate "that 
time". Of course, if something significant happens in fewer than (or more than) 8 pages, make a note—the 
number of pages is not as important as the change in plot/events.  

● If any particular literary elements jump off the page and demand your attention (such as foreshadowing, 
imagery, metaphor, etc.), make note of where they happen AND how it affected your attitude, emotions, or 
expectations of the passage. You may not know how to find all literary elements—that’s OK! Find what 
you can; we will teach you the rest when school starts. After all, if you already knew how to do it all, you 
wouldn’t need to take this class. 

● Any time you have a strong emotional reaction to the book, try to figure out what the author did that helped 
create that emotional reaction. Was it the event itself? Was it the way she worded it or explained it? Was it 
the words she used? The length of the sentences? The punctuation? Was there a lot of dialogue? No 
dialogue? Lots of imagery/description or very little? Anything else? Mark the passage, label the emotion 
you felt, and make notes about your guesses as to how the author created that reaction for you. Keep in 
mind, the only way to get this wrong is to not try. So go out on a limb and see what you find.  

● One sample is listed below. Most passages will NOT be this heavily marked. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strengthening Your Literary Foundation 
You will discover that your ability to recognize, analyze, and emulate different rhetorical strategies and writing 
styles will improve if you increase your literary foundation. In particular, if you strengthen the non-fiction “library 
in your head”, you will strengthen your ability to write about the texts we read in class. We encourage you to 
broaden your horizons, and a book or two from the New York Times Nonfiction Bestseller list (or a similar collection 
of non fiction for public consumption) will help. The NYT list includes enough variety such that all students can find 
at least one text that interests them. Many of these titles have film versions, as well. Truly, though, any nonfiction 
work that could be reasonably considered a contemporary trade book* or equivalent work would be beneficial. 
 
Taken directly from The AP English Language and Composition Course Description, as designated by the College Board, the 
governing body of the AP program worldwide: 

“Issues that might, from particular social, historical, or cultural viewpoints, be considered controversial, including 
references to ethnicities, nationalities, religions, races, dialects, gender, or class, may be addressed in texts that are appropriate for 
the AP English Language and Composition Course. Fair representation of issues and peoples may occasionally include 
controversial material. Since AP students have chosen a program that directly involves them in college-level work, participation 
in this course depends on a level of maturity consistent with the age of high school students who have engage in thoughtful 
analyses of a variety of texts. The best response to controversial language or ideas in a text might well be a question about the 
larger meaning, purpose, or overall effect of the language or idea in context. AP students should have the maturity, skill, and will 
to seek the larger meaning of a text or issue through thoughtful research.” 

* “Contemporary trade books (investigative journalism and nonfiction designed for the reading public instead of for the 
classroom) give students practice in reading complex, extended arguments that are historically and culturally situated. …A good 
way to search for possible texts is to look at the New York Times Nonfiction Best Seller list.” 
 


